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...African Baptists, unit-
ing to fulfill the Great

IMAGINE THE CROSS

NOTHING BUT THE
BLOOD OF JESUS

1 What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
What can make me whole
again?

Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Refrain:

O precious is the flow

that makes me white as snow;
no other fount I know;

nothing but the blood of Jesus.

2 For my pardon this I see:
nothing but the blood of Jesus.
For my cleansing this my plea:
nothing but the blood of Jesus.
[Refrain]

3 Nothing can for sin atone:
nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Naught of good that I have
done:

nothing but the blood of Jesus.
[Refrain]

4 This is all my hope and
peace:

nothing but the blood of Jesus.
This is all my righteousness:
nothing but the blood of Jesus.

[Refrain]

One popular hymn widely
sung at Easter is, “When |
survey the wondrous cross,
On which the Prince of glo-
ry died, My richest gain |
count but loss,
And pour con-
tempt on all my
pride.”

The sight of a
Cross causes me
to consider what
Jesus endured for
me. Before He was
crucified, imagine
what He went
through. He was
flogged and spat
on. The wicked
soldiers hit Him
on His head with sticks and
mocked Him. He was
forced to carry His cross
but He could not because
He was weak. They ham-
mered nails through His
flesh.

Have you ever asked, why
He suffered that much? He
went through all these
pains because God or-

Greater love
has no one
than this,
that someone
lay down his

life for his
friends
(John 15:13).

dained it that without shed-
ding His blood, our sin will
not be forgiven. He endured
the pains in order to practi-
cally demonstrate how much
He loves you.
“Greater love has
no one than this,
that someone lay
down his life for his
friends” (John
15:13).

How should we re-
spond to this great
love? In sincere re-
pentance! “If we
say we have no sin,
we deceived our-
selves and the truth
is not in us. But, “If
we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteous-

ness” (1John1:8-9). Love Him
and live every day to please
Him. Enjoy your Easter. God
bless you.




CELEBRATIONS OF INDEPENDENCE

TOGO
27 April 1960

Officially the Togolese Republic, is a
country in West Africa bordered

by Ghana to the west, Benin to the east
and Burkina Faso to the north.

The sovereign state extends south to
the Gulf of Guinea, where

its capital Lomé is located. Togo covers
57,000 square kilometres (22,008
square miles), making it one of the
smallest countries in Africa, with a pop-
ulation of approximately 7.6 million. The
name Togo is translated from the Ewe
language as “Land

Where
lagoons
lie”.

Offi-
cial flag
lese Re-
public
The Togolese Republic was proclaimed
on 27 April 1960.

Togo is a tropical, sub-Saharan nation,
whose economy depends highly
on agriculture, with a climate_that pro-
vides good growing seasons. There are
also reserves
of limestone, marble and salt.
According to a 2012 US government
religious freedoms report, in 2004 the
University of Lomé estimated that 33%
of the population are traditional ani-
mists, 28% are Roman Catholic, 14%
are Sunni Muslim,
10% are Protestant

-Ia-;?rilitsl?sn:al and another 10%
33% belonged to other
Catholic:28% g:t?;t]': .anheenroerI“
Sunni Mus- maining 5% were
lims:14% reported to include
Protestant persons not affiliat-
and other ed with any reli-
denomina- gious group. The
tions:20% report also noted
Others: 5% that many Chris-
tians and Muslims

J continue to perform
indigenous religious practices.

Officially the Republic of Sierra Sierra
Leone is a country on the southwest
coast of West Africa. It has a tropical

SIERRA LEONE
27 April 1961

climate, with a diverse environment
ranging from savanna to rainforests.
The countr%/ has a total area of
71,740 km* (27,699 sq mi) and a
populatlon of 7,075,641 as of the
2015 census. Sierra Leone is a con-
stitutional republic with a directly
elected president and

a unicameral legislature. The coun-
try's capital and largest city

is Freetown. Sierra Leone became
independent from the United King-
dom on 27 April 1961.

Sierra Leone is a Muslim-majority
country with about 78% of the popu-
lation

Though there is an influential Chris-

CONVENTIONS/UNIONS

Pray for these Conventions and
their Leaders:

Cameroun Baptist Convention
President: K. Chebonkeng
General Secretary: Godwill Ncham

Native Baptist Church of Came-
roun

President: Andre Franck Babey
General Secretary: Eugene J. Minka

Union of Baptist Churches in
Cameroun
General Secre-
tary: Raphael
Ziloua Zoumvou-
ta

General Council
Member:
JeanPaul Ekoule
Maka

Union of Baptist
Churches in
Cameroon
General Secretary: Raphaél Ziloua
Zoumvouta General Council Member:
Jean Paul Ekoule Maka

UPCOMING EVENTS

Pray for these upcoming programmes

1. Central Africa Sub-Regional meeting,
Central Africa 14-15 May, 2019

2. East Africa Sub-Region: Seminar for all
Leaders, Pastors, Presidents and General
Secretaries, Kenya

tian
ty of
21%.
Sierra
Official Flag of the
Leone is Republic of Sierra Leone

regarded as one of the most religious-
ly tolerant states in the world. Mus-
lims and Christians collaborate and
interact with each other very peaceful-
ly, and religious violence is very rare.
The major Christian and Muslim holi-
days are officially public holidays in
the country, Christmas, Easter, Eid al-

Fitr and Eid al-Adha.

Sierra Leone has relied on mining,
(ﬁ especially diamonds,
for its economic

se. Itis also
mong the largest
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of titanium and bauxite, it is a major
producer of gold, and has one of the
world's largest deposits of rutile. Sier-
ra Leone is home to the third-largest
natural harbour in the world. Despite

Hhis|natura] wegalth, 53% of its popula-

tion lived in poverty in 2011.
are my
s, i f ye

e one
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Baptist Convention of Kenya and
Baptist Con-
vention of
South Africa
have elected
new leaders.
Let us pray

that these

newly

elected

leaders

would depend solely on the Holy
Spirit in all their decision making.
Pray also that the work of God will
not suffer in theirs hands.
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CELEBRATIONS OF INDEPENDENCE

ZIMBABWE
April 18, 1980

Zimbabwe is officially called the Republic
of Zimbabwe. It is a country located

in southern Africa, between

the Zambezi and Limpopo Rivers, bor-
dered by South Afri-

ca, Botswana, Zambia and Mozambique.
The capital and largest city is Harare. A
country of roughly 16 million people, Zim-
babwe has 16 official lan-

guages, with English, Shona,

and Ndebele the most commonly used.
Zimbabwe" derives from d z i nrdbzaa
ma b wteanslated from the Karanga dia-
lect of Shona as "houses of stones.
Zimbabwe gained independence in April
1980 then joined

Official flag of Re-
public of Zimba-
bwe

the Commonwealth
of Nations, from which it was suspended
in 2002 for breaches of international law
by its then-government, and from which it
withdrew in December 2003.
The sovereign state is a member of

the United Nations, R
the Southern African | 2 A1 ECET 00
Development Com- OEOOEAO(
munity (SADC), | 4 EO0EOAAE Al
the African Un- Z‘E)OEOOEAI
; M
ion (AU), and i #AOEI 1 EA
the Common Market EAO OEA i
for Eastern and N v,
Southern Afri- ) OL Al Al A
ca (COMESA). ltwas | AOO 2 A1 EC
once known as the u M
"Jewel of Africa" for . T OAI ECE]
its prosperity under VM
the for-

\_ 4
mer Rhodesian administration.
Religion in Zimbabwe6s 2012 es
religious identity i

Christianity (including syncretic forms):
85%, (Apostolic 33%, Pentecostal 17%,
Protestant 16%, Roman Catholic 10%,
Other Christian 8%)

African traditional religions: 3%, Is-
lam and Other religions: less than
1%, non-religious: 12%.

Zimbabwe's commercial farming
sector was traditionally a source of
exports and foreign exchange, and
provided 400,000 jobs. However, the
government's land reform program
badly damaged the sector, turning
Zimbabwe into a net importer of food
products.

SOUTH AFRICA
27 April 1994

Officially the Republic of South Af-
rica (RSA), is the southernmost
country in Africa.The name "South
Africa" is derived from the country's
geographic location at the southern
tip of Africa. It is bounded to the
south by 2,798 kilometres (1,739 mi)
of coastline of Southern Afri-

ca stretching along the South Atlan-
tic and Indian Oceans; to the north
by the neighbouring
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jei f the
%égp Aziicag? g,outh Africa
courf-feof Namibia, Botswana,
Brd ZifAdabwe; and to the east and
northeast
eydlpzambique and Eswatini
(Swaziland); and it surrounds
the enclave of Lesotho. South Africa
is the largest country in Southern
Africa and the 25th-largest country in
the world by land area and has
over 57 million people. About 80
percent of South Africans are of Sub
-Saharan African ancestry, divided
among a variety of ethnic
groups speaking different African
languages, nine of which have offi-
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cial status. The remaining population con-
sists of Africa's largest communities

of European White), Asian (Indian),

and multiracial (Colored) ancestry.

gold, chromium, platinum, antimony, coal,
iron ore, manganese, nickel, phosphates,
tin, uranium, gem, diamonds, copper, va-
nadium, salt, natural gas, vermiculite, lime-
stone, asbestos, fluorspar, lead, zinc, ru-
tile, kaolin, zirconium, silver, phosphate,
gypsum, mica

Christianity is the dominant religion in
South Africa, with al-
most 80% of the pop-
ulation, Islam in South
Africa is a minority
religion, practiced by
less than 1.5% of the
total population, oth-
ers 18.5.

Christianity
in South Afri-
ca, 80% of
the popula-
tion

Islam, less
than 1.5% of
the total pop-
ulation
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